
Walking in the Fear of God; Living in the Love of God 
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This morning I want to share with you what has become for me an axiom 

(self-evident truth; proverb). For example:  

 

 Dependence on God + Confidence in God = a praying life 

Apart from Me you can do nothing + With God all things are possible 

 (John 15:5)   (Matt 19:26) 

 Desperation   faith 

 Our dependence   God’s dependability 

 Our insufficiency  God’s sufficiency 

 Our problems   God’s promises 

 

Today’s axiom:  
 

The Fear of God + the Love of God = a God-honoring, upright life  

        Deut 6:5
1
  Deut 10:12

2
 

        2 Cor 7:1
3
  John 14:15

4
 

 

My passion for you is to walk in the fear of God and in the love of God.  If 

you will grasp such a view of God’s holiness and His mercy that causes you 

to fear and to love Him simultaneously, you will live an upright, moral life of 

integrity—a God-honoring life. This is why I have such a passion for my 

own children to have the affections of their heart captured by a view of God 

that produces deep reverence and loyal love.  

The fear of God and the love of God come together in perfect harmony in the 

gospel. As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, I want you to see how 

                                                           
1
 Deut 6:5—You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and might 

2
 Deut 10:12--what does the LORD your God require from you, but to fear the 

LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul 
3
 2 Cor 7:1--beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 

perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
4
 John 14:15—IF you love Me you will keep My commandments. 

the fear of God and the love of God come together to perfectly tell the story 

of the gospel.  

The fear of God is an expression of God’s holiness: that He must and He will 

punish sin.  

The Love of God is an expression of God’s nature of love: He will, at great 

cost to Himself, sacrificially reach out to rescue us from our sin.  

You need both. If you only have the fear of God, you may not be drawn to 

Him but rather run from Him. Your tendency will be to remain in darkness 

rather than coming to the Light so that your deeds will not be exposed. If you 

only have the love of God, you will tend to be presumptuous toward God, 

presuming upon His grace but not deterred from sin.  

Illus: magnet 

 Love of God � Magnetic pull toward God 

 Fear of God� Magnetic push away from sin 

 

If you are a Christian and you have a strong sense of the fear of God but not 

the love of God, you will struggle with guilt and judgmentalism. If you are a 

Christian and you have a strong sense of the love of God but not the fear of 

God, you will struggle with license (presuming upon God’s grace) and 

therefore an impure life. But the gospel should produce in you both a pure 

and peaceful life.  

At the cross, the fear of God and the love of God merge—here we see His 

holiness and mercy come together. At the cross, judgment is exacted for our 

sin and mercy is released toward sinners.  

In our recent study of Colossians, we see this healthy balance.  

 

It is out of the fear of God that Colossians tells us to put to death 

certain aspects of our former life.  

 

Col. 3:2-3, 5-9 
2
Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  

 
3
For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  



 
5
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to 

immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts 

to idolatry.  

 
6
For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come 

upon the sons of disobedience,  
 
7
and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.  

 
8
But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 

and abusive speech from your mouth.  

 
9
Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its 

evil practices,  
 

It is out of the love of God that Colossians teaches us to walk in the fullness 

of God’s love as we live out the gospel.  

 

Col 2:13-14 
13

When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision 

of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us 

all our transgressions,  

 
14

having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees 

against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, 

having nailed it to the cross.  
 

It is the love of God (grasping His grace and mercy toward us) that motivates 

us to want to live in the same manner toward others.  

 

Col 3:12-13 
12

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on 

a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  

 
13

bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 

complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should 

you.  
 

Holy (fear of God) + dearly loved (love of God) = compassion/forgiveness 

 

For us (to cling to sinful desires and habits or) to hold onto bitterness and 

unforgiveness toward another person when God nailed His Son to the cross 

as a payment for our sins, is an absolute mockery of the gospel.  

 

This is why Jesus said, “If you are presenting your offering at the altar, and 

there remember that your brother has something against you, 

 
24

 leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering” (Matt. 

5:23-24).  

 

I plead with you to not walk through this Easter season without letting the 

Gospel permeate every relationship in your life.  

 

This is not only necessary for us as individuals. Sometimes the church as a 

whole needs to seek reconciliation. And this week God gave us an incredible 

opportunity to do just that. (Invite elder team up, including Lars, and 

Lyndon) 

 

[Hilltop] 

 

There are sobering reasons for why that separation took place and yet for the 

past 22 years we have failed to pursue reconciliation with our fellow 

believers—until Wednesday, April 6. 

 

[Letter] 

[Lars] 

[Prayer of Blessing—hand out during last song] 

 

This morning as we come to the Lord’s table, I invite you to come in the fear 

of God and the love of God. The fear of God means we come with 

repentance, confessing our sin, and seeking a right heart before God. This is 

why Paul wrote in I Cor. 11 that we are not to come to the Lord’s table 

without first examining our self lest we eat and drink in an unworthy manner 

and invoke judgment upon ourselves. Paul goes on to say that this is 

precisely why some have become weak, sick, and even died. The Lord’s 

table requires us to come in a proper fear of God.  

But we must also come to the Lord’s table with a heart of love for God. It’s 

an occasion for us to celebrate because of God’s great mercy and grace with 

which He has loved us in giving His only Son as the payment for our sin so 

that we might be reconciled to Him.  

Invite you now to prepare your hearts in quiet prayer.  


